Thursday, August 26, 2004
Romans 3:1 - 4:25

Ever the great communicator, Paul begins his letter with praise and love for the congregation of believers in Rome. Then he immediately launches into his message. First he presents Jesus as the way of salvation, followed by the logic of belief in God.

God’s existence is made clear by nature itself. None may look at what surrounds them without realizing that God is.  Those who reject the obvious fall under condemnation. His view has not been successfully challenged in our own day. As the intricacies of nature’s and man’s construction become clearer, more and more scientists are rejecting the claim of extreme evolutionists that all life popped up accidentally, and all species began from one species. A prominent evolutionist in the 20th century said that he believed in evolution because the alternative of a supernatural God creating the world was too absurd to consider. As Paul said, “their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. ﻿Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools.”


In his own time, when most men insisted on a god, even a false one, Paul contends that the false religions that they turned to in their rejection of truth contributed to their unnatural sexual perversions. Chapter one is not the only place where scripture condemns homosexual lifestyles. The claim that the Bible is silent on the matter is false. It is also a false conclusion to cite the homosexuality rampant in Rome as support for it today. The existence of sin does not affirm it!

In verses 28-32 of chapter one, Paul makes it clear that any sin that is practiced or condoned leads to damnation. We who gossip are in as much need of repentance and forgiveness as a person trapped in the “gay” lifestyle. 


In chapter 2 Paul begins to deny that the Law is a maker of righteousness. Those who claim to follow the Law and pronounce condemnation on those who do not are hypocrites because none may succeed in the effort to be perfect. Jesus spoke to the Pharisees similarly. They were whitewashed tombs on the outside and dead men’s bones on the inside. No one can be sinless when even the mind and heart must totally meet the Law’s demand.  Verse 6 is dependent upon verses 4-5. IF one insists on self-righteousness and believes that he can face God standing on his own righteousness, then on Judgment Day he will find what he does not expect!  “Doing good” in Paul’s mind was to be what he described himself—a bondservant; a slave of the Lord Jesus, purchased by His blood and owned by Him. Verse 15 describes the work of the Law—it is our instructor, guide, curb, revealer of our need for repentance.

Paul’s purpose at the end of chapter 2 is not to condemn circumcision, but to point out that physical circumcision is of no use if the heart is not also committed to God. 


Chapter 3 begins by answering the obvious question generated among the Jews and Jewish Christians of Rome by Paul’s previous words. Yes, there is an advantage in circumcision in that it symbolized a promise from God and God will not renege on His word, though all others might. The truth that He entrusted to the Old Testament Jew continues, whether they misunderstand it or not.


Those coming out of a tradition of being saved by the Law accused Paul of preaching that deeds may as well be evil if the Law does not count. Why do good instead of evil? Paul responds that sin still condemns the practitioner to eternal death! The Law does its work by exposing sin and bringing the sinner to repentance, so that the grace of God may prevail. (3:20)
